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TO  THE 


Qoole  'ftural  district  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  yeai 
1907.  The  health  of  the  district  has  been  highly  satisfactory,  the 
death  rate  and  infantile  mortality  being  the  lowest  for  the  last  ten 
years. 

BIRTHS. 

201  births  have  been  registered  which,  with  the  estimated 
population  of  7850,  gives  a birth  rate  of  26  per  1000.  This  is  2 per  1000 
below  the  average  and  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1905,  when 
the  rate  was  25*8,  is  the  lowest  for  ten  years. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  rural  districts  of  England  and  Wales  in 
1907  was  25*6. 

HEATHS. 

106  deaths  have  occurred  of  persons  belong  to  the  district,  giving 
the  low  death  rate  of  13’5.  It  is  the  lowest  for  the  last  ten  years 
and  3 per  1000  below  the  average.  A diminution  in  the  number  of 
deaths  has  taken  place  in  each  sub-division  of  the  district. 

The  infantile  mortality  (that  is  the  rate  of  deaths  under  1 year 
of  age  per  1000  births)  is  108  : the  average  being  156.  The  lowest 
previously  recorded  was  118  in  1901.  One  death  only  was  due  to 
diarrhoea.  The  diminution  from  this  cause,  no  doubt,  being  largely 
due  to  the  cold  and  wet  summer.  Two  infants  deaths  occurred  from 
whooping  cough  during  an  epidemic  at  Reedness. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified,  being  the  lowest  number  for  many 
years.  Of  these  9 were  scarlet  fever  and  4 erysipelas.  No  case  of 
either  typhoid  fever  or  diphtheria  was  reported. 
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Number  of  cases  notified  during  1907  and  previous  years — 


1907 

1906 

1905 

1904 

1903 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

14 

3 

10 

7 

Typhoid 

0 

3 

2 

6 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

13 

9 

5 

3 

Erysipelas 

Number  of  Cases 

4 

2 

5 

5 

3 

removed  to  Hospital 

5 

11 

6 

5 

5 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Of  the  nine  cases  three  children  from  Goole  Fields  attended 
school  in  Goole  and  probably  contracted  the  disease  there.  Two 
were  at  a house  in  Beedness  and  the  remainder  were  isolated  cases 
in  various  parts  of  the  district.  Five  were  removed  to  the  hospital  at 
Goole. 

Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  at  Beedness,  I recom- 
mended closure  of  the  Infants’  Department  of  the  school  from 
November  2nd  until  December  2nd.  A week  later  owing  to  spread 
of  the  disease  to  children  in  the  Mixed  Department  of  the  school  I 
recommended  its  closure  until  December  2nd. 

For  an  epidemic  af  influenza,  in  January,  the  same  school  was 
closed  for  three  weeks. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Last  year  I remarked  upon  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  water 
supply  in  several  villages,  especially  Snaith,  Hook  and  Swinefleet. 

The  plans  for  water  mains  in  Snaith  wTere  prepared  early  in  the 
year,  and  specifications  made  for  submission  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board ; the  estimated  cost  of  the  work  being  £630.  The 
water  was  to  be  obtained  from  the  Goole  Urban  Council’s  main  (which 
runs  through  the  Village)  at  a cost  of  one  shilling  per  1000  gallons, 
which  is  the  price  charged  for  water  in  Goole. 

Owing  to  opposition  to  the  scheme  from  the  Snaith  Parish 
Council  on  the  ground  that  the  present  supply  is  adequate  for  the  needs 
of  the  inhabitants,  I was  instructed  to  obtain  12  samples  from  wells 
in  various  parts  of  the  village  and  submit  them  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination.  His  opinion  upon  them  was  as  follows  : — 

1.  — Has  received  an  enormous  amount  of  infiltration  of  nitro- 

genous impurities  which  have  become  oxidised  during 
percolation.  Taken  as  a whole  the  water  is  not  desirable 
for  general  domestic  and  drinking  purposes. 

2.  — Polluted  with  sewage.  Not  fit  for  drinking  purposes*. 
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3.  — Has  received  an  enormous  amount  of  infiltration  of  nitro- 

genous impurities  which  have  become  oxidised.  As 
long  as  the  intervening  layers  of  soil  retain  their  puri- 
fying  powers  the  water  should  remain  organically  pure 
as  it  is  at  present. 

4.  — There  has  been  a colossal  amount  of  infiltration  of  animal 

nitrogenous  matter.  From  the  mineral  composition  it  is 
an  undesirable  water  for  human  use. 

5.  — Has  received  a large  amount  of  oxidised  infiltration  of  nitro- 

genous impurities.  Little  can  be  said  against  its  present 
organic  purity,  and  it  might  be  used  for  drinking 
purposes  with  impurity  but  taken  as  a whole  it  is  not  a 
desirable  water  for  human  use. 

6.  — Has  received  a colossal  amount  of  nitrogenous  matters, 

which  have  become  oxidised.  Although  in  its  present 
condition  it  is  organically  suitable  for  human  use,  there 
will  always  be  a danger  of  the  over-taxation  of  the  filtering 
medium.  The  mineral  composition  shews  that  it  is  not 
desirable  as  a domestic  supply. 

7.  — Similar  to  6. 

8.  — Utterly  unfit  for  human  use  on  account  of  the  presence  of 

lead.  It  is  not  a desirable  water  as  far  as  the  mineral 
analysis  is  concerned  even  apart  from  the  question  of 
lead. 

9.  — Utterly  unfit  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes. 

10.  — I do  not  consider  the  water  safe  drinking  purposes. 

11.  — Polluted  with  sewage  and  quite  unsafe  for  human  use. 

12.  — Polluted  with  sewage  and  therefore  unfit  for  drinking 

purposes. 

After  consideration  by  the  District  Council  these  results  were 
submitted  to  the  Parish  Council,  who  replied  that  after  due  considera- 
tion and  lengthy  discussion  they  had  unanimously  decided  that  the 
results  were  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory. 

As  long  ago  as  the  year  1900  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  reported  as  follows  : “ The  water  supply  of  this  Parish  has 
been  known  to  be  unsatisfactory  for  many  years.  It  is  derived  chiefly 
from  wells,  but  rain  water  is  also  used,  where  the  well  water  is  un- 
usually hard  or  bad  in  quality.  In  1890  the  Rural  District  Council 
sunk  some  wells  which,  however,  turned  out  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
The  wells  at  present  supplying  the  drinking  water  are  mostly  un- 
satisfactory as  the  following  figures  will  show.”  He  then  gives  the 
analysis  of  four  wells  in  the  village  and  in  each  case  describes  the 
water  as  bad. 
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The  District  Council  has  decided  to  serve  notice  upon  the 
various  owners  to  provide  a wholesome  supply  for  their  houses.  As 
the  Council’s  own  wells  were  not  satisfactory  it  it  unlikely  that  the 
private  ones  will  be  much  better.  I would  emphasise  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  District  Council  and  not  the  Parish  Council  to 
see  that  every  house  has,  within  a reasonable  distance,  a sufficient 
supply  of  wholesome  water,  and  that  when  a scheme  of  supply  for 
any  part  of  the  district  is  required  the  District  Council  is  the 
authority  responsible  for  its  provision.  With  so  much  opposition  to 
a supply  for  a place  with  the  main  already  running  through  the 
village  I fear  the  time  is  very  distant  when  those  places  slightly  off 
the  line  of  main  may  expect  a public  supply. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  privy  and  covered  ashpit  is  the  system  adopted  in  most  of 
the  Parishes.  x\t  Swinefleet  pail  or  box  closets  are  common,  and  are 
emptied  by  a contractor  for  the  Council.  The  system  here  appears 
to  work  satisfactorily.  At  Snaith  some  of  the  defective  privies  have 
recently  been  converted  into  waterclosets,  where  the  houses  are 
situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  Goole  mains.  Many  more  might 
with  advantage  be  similarly  altered,  as  they  are  frequently  close  to 
the  houses  or  in  confined  back  yards.  The  scavenging  (by  contract) 
in  this  village  is  not  carried  out  as  satisfactorily  as  could  be  desired. 
I recommended  the  purchase  of  a proper  cart  for  the  purpose,  but 
the  Council  considered  the  expense  unnecessary.  In  other  villages 
the  emptying  of  ashpits  is  performed  by  owners  and  tenants. 

The  construction  of  Sedimentation  and  Septic  Tanks  to  the 
Dobella  drain  at  Rawcliffe  (as  mentioned  in  my  report  last  year)  offered 
some  difficulties  owing  to  the  running  sand  encountered  during  the 
excavation.  On  this  account  the  Council  decided  to  abandon  the 
scheme  and  extend  the  sewer  for  a distance  of  GOO  yards,  thus 
removing  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  offensive  ditch  in  the 
vicinity  of  dwelling  houses. 

At  Rawcliffe  Bridge  several  alterations  and  extensions  are 
required  to  the  present  sewers,  also  some  short  lengths  of  surface 
water  drain  to  remove  roof  water,  which  at  present  discharges  near 
the  foundation  at  the  front  of  the  houses  causing  dampness. 

An  extension  of  sewer  was  made  at  Gowdall  to  receive  the 
drains  for  a row  of  houses  which  previously  emptied  into  a 
cesspool. 

HOUSING. 

The  existing  building  bye-laws  apply  only  to  the  more  populous 
parishes.  The  Council  proposed  to  adopt  the  Local  Government 
Board’s  Urban  Model  Bye-laws  (with  some  modification)  for  these 
places,  and  the  Jiural  Model  Bye-laws  for  those  Parishes  which  at 
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present  have  no  bye-laws.  The  Local  Government  Board  agreed  to 
the  latter,  but  suggested  a less  stringent  set  in  place  of  the  existing 
series.  Under  these  circumstances  the  District  Council  consider 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  adopt  the  Board’s  latter  set  for  the 
whole  District.  The  final  decision  of  the  Board  has  not  yet  been 
given. 

In  June  I reported  that  three  houses  at  Snaith  were  unfit  for 
habitation  owing  to  their  dilapidated  condition,  insufficient  drainage 
and  defective  conveniences  ; also  two  houses  at  Reedness  in  a some- 
what similar  condition.  Application  was  made  for  closing  orders  in 
the  case  of  the  Snaith  houses.  In  two  instances  the  order  was  made 
and  in  the  third  the  owner  had  completed  the  necessary  alterations 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Justices  and  the  case  was  withdrawn  on 
payment  of  costs. 

The  owner  of  the  Reedness  houses  gave  a written  undertaking 
not  to  allow  the  houses  to  be  occupied  until  the  necessary  alterations 
had  been  completed.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Council  decided 
to  take  no  further  steps  for  the  present. 

The  District  Council  has  adopted  the  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act,  its  provisions  to  come  into  effect  on  February  1st,  1908. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  40  registered  dairymen  in  the  district  using  74  cow- 
sheds for  the  occupation  of  about  350  cows.  Most  of  the  milk  is 
retailed  in  Goole,  the  remainder  being  sold  locally.  Considerable 
improvements  have  been  made  in  many  of  the  sheds,  but  much  remains 
to  be  done  before  they  are  thoroughly  satisfactory.  A new  shed  has 
been  provided  at  East  Cowick  in  place  of  an  old  dilapidated  structure 
composed  of  odd  pieces  of  wood  and  tin  nailed  together.  This  had 
no  floor,  drain  or  window.  Thirteen  sheds  have  been  provided  with 
new  floors  either  of  concrete  or  bricks  on  edge  set  in  cement. 

A number  of  notices  have  been  served  for  alterations  to  sheds  in 
Airmyn,  but  little  has  yet  been  done.  One  cowkeeper  in  this  Parish 
was  summoned  under  the  Council’s  regulations.  As  the  necessary 
work  was  done  before  the  case  was  heard  the  summons  was  with- 
drawn on  payment  of  costs. 

Notices  have  been  posted  in  the  sheds  giving  simple  instructions 
as  to  cleanliness.  In  some  of  the  larger  sheds  materials  are  now 
provided  for  washing  the  hands  of  the  milkers,  but  it  is  doubtful  if 
full  use  is  made  of  them. 

PUBLIC  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  13  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district.  At 
Airmyn  more  ventilation  is  required,  and  at  Eastoft  the  inner  surfaces 
of  the  walls  require  re-painting*  No  lavatory  basins  have  been 
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provided  at  Airmyn,  Ousefleet,  or  Adlingfleet.  At  Rawcliffe  Bridge 
the  waste  pipes  discharge  directly  into  the  drain.  Closets  are  either 
pails  or  privies.  Those  at  Airmyn,  Snaith  National  and  Adlingfleet 
(privies)  are  of  defective  construction. 

The  Urinals  at  East  Cowick  and  Pollington  consist  of  wooden 
troughs  not  connected  to  a drain.  In  hot  weather  they  cause 
considerable  nuisance.  The  attention  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  has  already  been  called  to  that  at  East  Cowick. 

The  Yards  at  the  larger  schools  are  asphalted.  At  Hook, 
Reedness,  and  Adlingfleet  the  surfaces  are  ashes  or  gravel.  They  are 
uneven  and  bad  in  wet  weather.  There  is  no  Drinking  Water  supply 
to  the  schools  at  Airmyn,  Hook,  Snaith  Wesleyan,  or  Ousefleet. 
Water  from  the  Coole  Council’s  main  should  be  laid  to  the  Snaith 
school. 

There  are  seven  registered  workshops  and  workplaces  in  the 
district,  two  being  bakehouses.  They  have  been  inspected  and  found 
in  satisfactory  condition.  Two  notices  have  been  served  to  provide 
sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  to  factories.  The  work  has  been 
carried  out  in  each  case. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

BERNARD  STEDMAN, 

M.D.  (Bond).,  D.P.H.  (Camb)., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INSPECTIONS  MADE,  NUISANCES  ABATED,  &c., 

DURING  1907. 


Number  of  Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  815 

. Number  of  Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Number  of  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

House  Drains  Examined  and  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  25 

Sinks  Disconnected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cesspools  Removed  and  Gullies  Substituted  ...  ...  ...  5 

Old  Privies  and  Ashpits  Reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Houses  Cleansed  and  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  11 

New  Houses  and  other  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Lodging  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Slaughter  Houses  Cleansed  and  Limewashed  ...  ...  12 

Wells  Cleansed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Village  Water  Courses  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  5J  miles 

ROBERT  PLEWES, 


Inspector. 
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TABLE  III. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 
1907.  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  GOOLE. 
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Isolation  Hospital  at  Goole  provided  by  the  Goole  Urban  Council. 
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TABLE  IV. 

CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DUTUNG  YEAR  1907,  IN 
THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  GOOLE. 
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TABLE  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907.— DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  IN  WEEKS 
AND  MONTHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  GOOLE. 
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